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METHOD, DEVICE, AND COMMUNICATION
SYSTEM FOR ESTABLISHING CONNECTION
WITH NETWORK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/CN2012/072831, filed on Mar. 22,
2012, which claims priority to Chinese Patent Application
No. 201110077281.7, filed on Mar. 29, 2011, both of which
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of communica-
tions technologies and, in particular, to a method, a device,
and a communication system for establishing a connection
with a network management system.

BACKGROUND

In the process of broadband and mobilization development
of a network, the 3rd Generation Partnership Program (3rd
Generation Partnership Program, 3GPP) organization intro-
duces the Long Term Evolution (LLong Term Evolution, LTE)
solution, namely Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tion System (UMTS) Territorial Radio Access Network
(Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunication System Ter-
ritorial Radio Access Network, E-UTRAN), for a mobile
access network, and introduces the System Architecture Evo-
Iution (System Architecture Evolution, SAE) scheme,
namely Evolved Packet Core (Evolved Packet Core, EPC),
for a mobile core network.

A conventional cellular network is a base-station-centered
star topology network and uses centralized control. There-
fore, a problem about relay node access does not exist in an
access network. In an LTE system, a relay node (Relay Node,
RN) is introduced in an access network to extend the network
coverage, increase network capacity, and improve flexibility
of'network deployment. In the process of a relay node access-
ing the network, the relay node needs to establish a connec-
tion with a network management system, such as an operation
and management (Operation and Management, OAM) sys-
tem, and then download a configuration parameter from the
network management system to implement the access and
configuration of the relay node. Meanwhile, the security of
the connection between the relay node and the network man-
agement system and the security of the connection establish-
ing process need to be further ensured. However, in the prior
art, there is no implementation scheme about how to establish
a connection between a relay node and a network manage-
ment system.

SUMMARY

To resolve the foregoing problem existing in the prior art,
embodiments of the present disclosure provide a method, a
device, and a communication system for establishing a con-
nection with a network management system, so as to imple-
ment a connection between a relay node and a network man-
agement system and ensure the security of the relay node and
a correct network access.

For this purpose, an embodiment of the present disclosure
provides a method for establishing a connection with a net-
work management system, including: obtaining, by a relay
node, a first IP address of the relay node; obtaining, by the
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relay node, an IP address of a security gateway by using the
first IP address of the relay node; establishing, by the relay
node, an IP security tunnel with the security gateway accord-
ing to the IP address of the security gateway; obtaining, by the
relay node, a second IP address of the relay node and an IP
address of the network management system through the IP
security tunnel; and establishing, by the relay node, a connec-
tion with the network management system by using the sec-
ond IP address of the relay node and the IP address of the
network management system.

An embodiment of the present disclosure further provides
a method for establishing a packet data network connection
for a relay node, including: obtaining, by a mobile manage-
ment entity MME, subscription data of a relay node when the
relay node accesses a network, where the subscription data
includes information for instructing selection of a packet data
network gateway P-GW for the relay node; and selecting, by
the MME, a P-GW for serving the relay node according to the
subscription data, so that the P-GW may establish a packet
data network (PDN) connection for the relay node.

An embodiment of the present disclosure further provides
arelay node, including: a first address obtaining unit, config-
ured to obtain a first IP address of the relay node; a querying
unit, configured to obtain an IP address of a security gateway
by using the first IP address; a security tunnel establishing
unit, configured to establish an IP security tunnel with the
security gateway according to the IP address of the security
gateway; a second address obtaining unit, configured to
obtain a second IP address of the relay node and an IP address
of a network management system through the IP security
tunnel; and a connection establishing unit, configured to
establish a connection with the network management system
by using the second IP address of the relay node and the IP
address of the network management system.

An embodiment of the present disclosure further provides
a mobile management network element, including: a sub-
scription data obtaining unit, configured to obtain subscrip-
tion data of a relay node when the relay node accesses a
network, where the subscription data includes information
for instructing selection of a packet data network gateway
P-GW for the relay node; and a gateway selection unit, con-
figured to select a P-GW for serving the relay node according
to the subscription data, so that the P-GW establishes a packet
data network PDN connection for the relay node.

An embodiment of the present disclosure further provides
a communication system, including: a network management
system and a relay node, where the relay node is configured to
establish a connection with the network management system.

In the method, the device, and the communication system
for establishing a connection with a network management
system provided by the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure, the relay node obtains the first IP address of the relay
node by using the PDN connection; obtains the IP address of
the security gateway by using the first IP address of the relay
node; establishes the IP security tunnel with the security
gateway according to the IP address of the security gateway;
obtains the second IP address of the relay node and the IP
address of the network management system through the IP
security tunnel; and establishes the connection with the net-
work management system by using the second IP address of
the relay node and the IP address of the network management
system. Consequently, during the process of accessing a net-
work, the relay node implements a connection with the net-
work management system, and the security of the connection
and the processing of establishing the connection is ensured.
This further ensures that the relay node is capable of down-
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loading necessary configuration parameters from the network
management system to perform access and configuration of
the relay node.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

To illustrate the technical solutions in the embodiments of
the present disclosure or in the prior art more clearly, the
following briefly introduces the accompanying drawings
required for describing the embodiments. The accompanying
drawings in the following description show merely some
embodiments of the present disclosure, and persons of ordi-
nary skill in the art may still derive other drawings from these
accompanying drawings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a network architecture
after a relay node is introduced in an E-UTRAN network
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a con-
nection with a network management system according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of message exchange during estab-
lishment of a connection between a relay node and a network
management system according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a packet
data network connection for a relay node according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a relay node
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a mobile man-
agement network element according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 is another schematic structural diagram of the
mobile management network element according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

In order to make persons skilled in the art understand the
solutions of the embodiments of the present disclosure more
clearly, the embodiments of the present disclosure are further
described in detail in the following with reference to the
accompanying drawings and implementation manners.

In an E-UTRAN network, after the introduction of a relay
node, the network architecture is shown in FIG. 1.

In the network architecture, a relay node (such as RN1,
RN2,RN3, and RN4 in FIG. 1) accesses the network through
a Donor base station (Donor eNB, DeNB), and the relay node
is similar to a user equipment (User Equipment, UE). The
relay node also establishes a connection with a mobile man-
agement entity (Mobile Management Entity, MME) and a
service gateway (S-GW) during the network access process
of the relay node. Meanwhile, as a network element device,
the relay node further establishes a connection with a network
management system and download configuration parameters,
s0 as to enable relevant functions of the relay node so that the
user equipment (such as UE1, UE2, UE3, UE4, and UES in
FIG. 1) may access the network.

To establish connectivity with the network management
system, the relay node establishes a PDN (packet data net-
work) connection first to establish basic IP (Internet Protocol)
connectivity between the relay node and a core network. The
PDN connection is associated with a specific packet data
network gateway (PDN Gateway, P-GW). That is, the user
equipment performs data exchange with the packet data net-
work PDN through the P-GW. Different from the process of
establishing a PDN connection for a common user equip-
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ment, establishing the PDN connection by the relay node is
used to provide a connection between the relay node and the
network management system and a connection between the
relay node and a network where the network management
system is located. The network management system and the
network where the network management system is located
are possessed by an operator and are protected for security. To
ensure the IP accessibility between the relay node and the
network management system, a P-GW is specified. That is,
when performing selection of a P-GW during the process of
establishing a PDN connection, the MME selects a P-GW that
is capable of supporting the IP accessibility between the relay
node and the network where the network management system
is located. Meanwhile, when establishing a session, the
P-GW also performs a corresponding processing operation
according to a network management service type specified by
the MME.

In a network access process of a relay node, the following
two phases are included.

Phase 1: In this phase, the relay node is used as a UE to
access a network, and the relay node may access any base
station which may be a common evolved base station
(Evolved Node B, eNB) or a Donor base station (Donor eNB,
DeNB). In this phase, the relay node establishes a connection
with a network management system, and then downloads a
DeNB cell list and other configuration parameters from the
network management system.

Phase 2: After obtaining the DeNB cell list, the relay node
selects a DeNB cell from the DeNB cell list and accesses the
cell. In this phase, the relay node accesses a DeNB and the
DeNB selects for the relay node an MME that is capable of
supporting relay. In this phase, the relay node also keeps or
establishes connectivity with the network management sys-
tem.

In phase 1, when the relay node accesses the network, the
MME considers the relay node as a UE. In the network access
process of a UE defined by present standards, the UE estab-
lishes a PDN connection to a P-GW, and obtains, through the
PDN connection, the IP connectivity for communicating with
a specified PDN. Therefore, the MME needs to select a P-GW
for serving the UE. In the prior art, the principle of selecting
a P-GW for a UE is as follows: each piece of PDN subscrip-
tion data includes an access point name (Access Point Name,
APN) and a gateway (Gateway, GW) identifier; in general, the
MME uses the gateway identifier information to select the
P-GW for serving the UE; however, if the gateway identifier
information is not included, the MME constructs a corre-
sponding APN-fully qualified domain name (APN-Fully
Qualified Domain Name, N-FQDN) according to the APN in
the PDN subscription data, and then obtains an address of the
P-GW from a domain name server (Domain Name Server,
DNS) according to the APN-FQDN.

For the relay node, because the relay node establishes IP
connectivity with the network where the network manage-
ment system is located and the P-GW for serving the relay
node supports IP accessibility between the relay node and the
network where the network management system is located,
an existing method for selecting a P-GW for a UE cannot be
used to select a P-GW for serving a relay node that accesses
a network.

In addition, the relay node further obtains address infor-
mation of the network management system, and the network
management system may be operator-level or equipment-
vendor-level. The relay node is capable of establishing a
connection with the network management system only after
obtaining the information. In addition, to avoid that the infor-
mation about the network management system is illegally
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obtained or modified by a third party in the process of estab-
lishing a connection between the relay node and the network
management system, a relevant mechanism is needed to
ensure the secure transmission of the information.

To solve the foregoing problem, in the method, the device,
and the network for establishing a connection with a network
management system in the embodiments of the present dis-
closure, a relay node obtains a first IP address of the relay
node by using a PDN connection; the relay node obtains an IP
address of a security gateway by using the first IP address of
the relay node; the relay node establishes an IP security tunnel
with the security gateway according to the IP address of the
security gateway; the relay node obtains a second IP address
of the relay node and an IP address of the network manage-
ment system through the IP security tunnel; and the relay
node establishes a connection with the network management
system by using the second IP address of the relay node and
the IP address of the network management system. Because it
is on a protected IP security tunnel that the relay node obtains
address information of the network management system, not
only is the connection between the relay node and the network
management system implemented, but also secure and cor-
rect transmission of the information about the network man-
agement system is ensured.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a con-
nection between a relay node and a network management
system according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

Step 201: A relay node obtains a first IP address of the relay
node.

Optionally, the obtaining, by a relay node, a first IP address
of the relay node includes: obtaining, by the relay node, the
first IP address by using a Dynamic Hosting Configuration
Protocol (Dynamic Hosting Configuration Protocol, DHCP)
process. For example, after establishing a PDN connection,
the relay node obtains its own IP address through a DHCP
process, namely, the first IP address of the relay node. For the
specific DHCP process, reference may be made to the prior
art, which is not described herein again. Alternatively, the
relay node obtains the first IP address of the relay node
through a process of establishing a PDN connection. For
example, in the process of establishing the PDN connection,
a P-GW directly assigns an IP address to the relay node,
namely, the first IP address of the relay node.

Step 202: The relay node obtains an IP address of a security
gateway by using the first IP address of the relay node.

Optionally, the relay node may make a query to the DNS by
using an FQDN (Fully Qualified Domain Name) that includes
information about the network management system and
obtain the IP address of the security gateway. For example, in
a specific implementation process, by sending an FQDN that
includes information about the network management system
to the DNS to make a query, the relay node obtains the IP
address of the security gateway fed back by the DNS.

The network management system may be any one or more
of'the following identification information: a device identifier
of'the relay node, a device manufacturer identifier of the relay
node, an operator identifier, and a network management sys-
tem identifier, where the device identifier of the relay node
may be the hardware address, the hardware number, the
device card number, or the device number of the relay node.

For example, the FQDN constructed by the relay node may
include one or more of the foregoing identifiers. The multiple
identifiers are connected by a “”. Certain non-limitative
examples (“<>" and characters in <> are an annotation) are
provided in the following:

relay<indicating a relay node>0.123456<indicating the
device identifier of the relay node>XX ... .;
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6

relay<indicating a relay node> AAA<indicating the
device manufacturer identifier of the relay node>XX ... .;

oam<indicating a network management
system>.A A A<indicating the device manufacturer identifier
of'the relay node>XX ... .;

oam<indicating a network management
system>.BBB<operator identifier>XX . . .. ; and

oam<indicating a network management
system>0.123456<indicating the device identifier of the
relay node>XX .. ..

In some implementations, the relay node may further use a
DHCP process that includes the information about the net-
work management system to make a query to the DHCP
server and obtain the IP address of the security gateway. For
example, in one implementation process, by sending a DHCP
message that includes the information about the network
management system to the DHCP server for making a query,
the relay node obtains the IP address of a security gateway fed
back by the DHCP server.

The network management system may be any one or more
of'the following identification information: a device identifier
of'the relay node, a device manufacturer identifier of the relay
node, an operator identifier, and a network management sys-
tem identifier. The device identifier of the relay node may be
the hardware address, the hardware number, the device card
number, or the device number of the relay node. In a specific
implementation process, the information may be included in
a DHCP option (DHCP option) field in a DHCP request
message for requesting or querying for specific information
from the DHCP server.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, the network
management system may be an operator-level network man-
agement system, and correspondingly, the IP address of a
security gateway fed back by the DNS or the DHCP server is
an [P address of a security gateway that is associated with the
network where the operator-level network management sys-
tem is located; or, the network management system may
further be a device-manufacturer-level network management
system, and correspondingly, the IP address of a security
gateway fed back by the DNS or the DHCP server is an IP
address of a security gateway that is associated with the
network where the device-manufacturer-level network man-
agement system is located.

In some embodiments, the association described herein
means that the network where the network management sys-
tem is located can be accessed only through the security
gateway. The network where the network management sys-
tem is located includes: an actual IP (subnet) network where
the network management system is located, or an IP (subnet)
network that performs interconnection communication with
the actual IP (subnet) network where the network manage-
ment system is located. The network in the embodiment of the
present disclosure is protected by a security gateway.

Step 203: The relay node establishes an IP security tunnel
with the security gateway according to the IP address of the
security gateway.

The IP address of the security gateway is used for address-
ing the security gateway. In the process of establishing the IP
tunnel between the relay node and the security gateway, the
relay node performs authentication with the security gateway
and establishes, after the authentication is successful, the IP
security tunnel with the security gateway. Certain existing
implementation manners may be used for the authentication
and the process of establishing the IP security tunnel, whichis
not limited by the embodiment of the present disclosure.
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Step 204: The relay node obtains a second [P address of the
relay node and an IP address of the network management
system through the IP security tunnel.

In this step, the second IP address of the relay node is an IP
address used for network management service transmission
for the relay node and may be obtained by initiating a DHCP
process to the network where the network management sys-
tem is located on the IP security tunnel.

The IP address of the network management system may be
obtained by using any one of the following three manners:

(1) The relay node initiates a DHCP process to the network
where the network management system is located on the IP
security tunnel to obtain the IP address of the network man-
agement system. That is, the relay node requests the IP
address of the network management system from the DHCP
server through a DHCP process. To be specific, information
about the network management system may be included in a
DHCP option (DHCP option) field in a DHCP request mes-
sage, and the DHCP server directly feeds back the IP address
of the network management system.

(2) The DHCP server feeds back an FQDN that indicates
the network management system to the relay node, and then
the relay node uses the FQDN to make a query to the DNS on
the IP security tunnel so as to obtain the IP address of the
network management system fed back by the DNS.

(3) The relay node uses an FQDN that includes information
about the network management system to make a query to the
DNS on the IP security tunnel so as to obtain the IP address of
the network management system.

The information about the network management system
may be any one or more of the following information: a
device identifier of the relay node, a device manufacturer
identifier of the relay node, an operator identifier, and a net-
work management system identifier. The device identifier of
the relay node may be the hardware address, the hardware
number, the device card number, or the device number of the
relay node.

The process of constructing an FQDN and the process of
making a query to the DNS are similar to the operations in
step 202, which are not described herein again.

Step 205: The relay node establishes a connection with the
network management system by using the second 1P address
of the relay node and the IP address of the network manage-
ment system.

In this step, the established connection is implemented
through the IP security tunnel between the relay node and the
security gateway, and the establishment of the connection
may be initiated by the relay node or by the network manage-
ment system.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of message exchange during estab-
lishment of a connection between a relay node and a network
management system according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Step 301: A relay node obtains a first IP address of the relay
node through a process of establishing a PDN connection.

Step 302: The relay node initiates a request to a DNS by
using an FQDN that includes information about a network
management system, or initiates a request to a DHCP server
by using a DHCP request message that includes information
about a network management system.

Step 303: The relay node receives an IP address of a secu-
rity gateway fed back by the DNS or the DHCP server to the
relay node.

Step 304: The relay node establishes an IP security (Secu-
rity Architecture for IP network, IPSec) tunnel between the
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relay node and the security gateway by using the first IP
address of the relay node and the IP address of security
gateway.

In this step, the IP address of the security gateway is used
for addressing the security gateway. An existing mechanism
may be used in the authentication between the relay node and
the security gateway and in the process of establishing the
IPSec channel.

Step 305: The relay node obtains a second IP address of the
relay node and an IP address of the network management
system by initiating a DHCP process through the IPSec tun-
nel.

In this step, the relay node obtains the second IP address of
the relay node used for network management service trans-
mission through the DHCP process.

The IP address of the network management system may be
obtained by using any one of the following three techniques:

(1) Initiate a DHCP process to the network where the
network management system is located on the IP security
tunnel so as to obtain the IP address of the network manage-
ment system, that is, request the IP address of the network
management system from the DHCP server through a DHCP
process. To be specific, have information that indicates the
network management system included in a DHCP option
(DHCP option) field in a DHCP request message, and the
DHCP server directly feeds back the IP address of the net-
work management system.

(2) The DHCP server feeds back a fully qualified domain
name FQDN that indicates the network management system,
and the fully qualified domain name FQDN that indicates the
network management system is used to make a query to the
domain name server DNS on the IP security tunnel and obtain
the IP address of the network management system fed back by
the DNS.

(3) Use an FQDN that includes information about the net-
work management system to make a query to the DNS on the
IP security tunnel to obtain the IP address of the network
management system.

Step 306: The relay node establishes a connection with the
network management system by using the second 1P address
of the relay node and the IP address of the network manage-
ment system.

As shown in FIG. 3, the IP connection established between
the relay node and the network management system is imple-
mented through the IP security tunnel between the relay node
and the security gateway; and the establishment of the IP
connection may be initiated by the relay node or by the
network management system.

In the method for establishing a connection with a network
management system provided by the embodiment of the
present disclosure, the relay node obtains the first IP address
of' the relay node, obtains the IP address of the security gate-
way by using the first IP address of the relay node, establishes
the IP security tunnel with the security gateway, obtains the
second IP address of the relay node and the IP address of the
network management system used for network management
service transmission through the IP security tunnel, and
establishes a connection with the network management sys-
tem by using the second IP address of the relay node and the
IP address of the network management system. Conse-
quently, during the process of accessing a network, the relay
node implements a connection with the network management
system, and the security of the connection and the processing
of'establishing the connection is ensured. This further ensures
that the relay node is capable of downloading necessary con-
figuration parameters from the network management system
to perform access and configuration of the relay node.
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In the embodiment of the present disclosure, a PDN con-
nection used for network management service transmission is
required for establishing the connection between the relay
node and the network management system, where the PDN
connection is established by a P-GW for serving the relay
node and the selection of a P-GW is performed by an MME.
A plurality of implementation manners may be used for
selecting a P-GW for serving the relay node, which is not
limited in the embodiment of the present disclosure. Several
examples are provided in the following for a detailed descrip-
tion.

For example, information for instructing the selection of
the P-GW for the relay node may be set in the subscription
data of the relay node. In this way, when the relay node
accesses a network, the MME may select the P-GW accord-
ing to the subscription data of the relay node, and initiate
session establishment request to the selected P-GW. The ses-
sion establishment request includes an APN. The APN is from
the subscription data of the relay node and may include a
network management service label so that the P-GW estab-
lishes a PDN connection according to the network manage-
ment service label.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a packet
data network connection for a relay node according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Step 401: When a relay node accesses a network, an MME
obtains subscription data of the relay node. The subscription
data includes information for instructing selection ofa P-GW
for the relay node.

The subscription data refers to PDN subscription data, the
information for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the
relay node. According to different access scenarios of the
relay node, the information may have a plurality of manners.
For example, the information may be one or any combination
of the following:

(1) an IP address which corresponds to a specific P-GW
and is set in a P-GW identifier, where the specific P-GW
supports establishing an IP connection to a network manage-
ment system,

(2) a set fully qualified domain name, including a hostname
of'the P-GW that includes a P-GW information identifier and
a public land mobile network (Public Land Mobile Network,
PLMN) where the P-GW is located, where the P-GW infor-
mation identifier includes one or more of the following infor-
mation: a group identifier, a gateway identifier, a gateway
type, and gateway information;

(3) a new label added in the APN network identifier (The
APN Network Identifier, APN-NI) that is included in the
subscription data, or anew service label added in the APN-NT;
and

(4)a specificidentifier added in the APN operator identifier
replacement (The APN Operator Identifier replacement,
APN-OI replacement) that is included in the subscription
data, where the APN-OI replacement may be a UE-level
APN-OI replacement or an APN-level APN-OI replacement.

A process for the MME, in different scenarios, to select a
P-GW for the relay node according to the information is
described in detail below.

Step 402: The MME selects a P-GW for serving the relay
node according to the subscription data, so that the P-GW
establishes a packet data network PDN connection for the
relay node.

After selecting the P-GW for serving the relay node, the
MME initiates a session establishment request to the selected
P-GW. The session establishment request includes an APN,
and the APN is from the subscription data of the relay node
and may include a network management service label so that
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the P-GW establishes a PDN connection according to the
network management service label.

After the selection of the P-GW is performed, the selection
of an S-GW may be performed by following an existing
criterion. Then, the MME may initiate a session establish-
ment request to the P-GW through the S-PW. The request
includes a corresponding APN, and the APN is used for
indicating a type of a service transmitted through the PDN
connection established by the P-GW.

Inthe prior art, the P-GW, according to a service label in the
APN-NI, identifies the type of the service transmitted through
the PDN connection that needs to be established.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, for the pur-
pose that the P-GW may identify the type of the service
transmitted through the PDN connection to be established, a
new service label may be defined for the relay node in the
APN for indicating that a PDN connection that may be used
for network management service transmission is to be estab-
lished.

It has been mentioned above that, in the embodiment of the
present disclosure, the information which is used for instruct-
ing the selection of the P-GW for the relay node and is
included in the subscription data may have a plurality of
implementation manners. The process for the MME, in dif-
ferent scenarios, to select the P-GW for the relay node accord-
ing to the information is described in detail in the following.

Scenario 1: Supposing that the relay node establishes the
PDN connection in phase 1 of the network access of the relay
node, an existing process of selecting a P-GW when a UE
access a network is used in the process of selecting the P-GW.
That is, the MME selects a P-GW for the relay node according
to information in the PDN subscription data in a home sub-
scriber server (Home Subscriber Server, HSS). In the prior
art, for each subscribed PDN;, information provided by the
HSS includes:

(1) a P-GW identifier and an access point name (Access
Point Name, APN); or

(2) an APN and an indication for the APN, where the
indication indicates whether it is allowed that a visited PLMN
(Visited PLMN, VPLMN) assigns a P-GW or only a home
PLMN (Home PLMN, HPLMN) may assign a P-GW; and

(3) the HSS further indicates the corresponding subscribed
PDN of which APN is the default APN of the UE.

However, because the relay node needs to establish a con-
nection to the network management system, the P-GW
selected for the relay node should be capable of supporting IP
connectivity for connecting the network management system
and be capable of establishing a PDN connection to the net-
work management system for the relay node. Therefore, the
P-GW should be a specific P-GW and should be differentiated
from other common P-GW s during the selection of the P-GW,
and the location of the P-GW is not limited and may be in a
core network.

Base on this situation, in the embodiment of the present
disclosure, information in the existing PDN subscription data
may be modified to include information for instructing selec-
tion of a P-GW for the relay node. As a result, when the relay
node accesses a network, the MME may directly select a
P-GW according to the information in the PDN subscription
data. Specifically, information in the P-GW identifier may be
modified, and information in the APN may also be modified.
The two implementation manners are described in detail in
the following:

1. Modity information in the P-GW identifier to have the
information for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the
relay node included in the P-GW identifier. As a result, when
the relay node accesses a network, the MME may directly
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select a P-GW by using the information in the P-GW identi-
fier, which may specifically include the following implemen-
tation manners:

(1) Set a specific IP address in the P-GW identifier in the
PDN subscription data. The IP address corresponds to a spe-
cific P-GW in the core network. The MME may locate the
specific P-GW by using the IP address. That is, when the relay
node accesses a network, the MME uses the IP address in the
P-GW identifier in the subscription data of the relay node as
the address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

(2) Define a special FQDN in the PDN subscription data.
When the relay node access a network, the MME requests,
according to the FQDN, an IP address corresponding to the
FQDN from the DNS. The IP address is the address of the
P-GW for serving the relay node.

The FQDN refers to a hostname plus a full path. The fully
qualified domain name may logically accurately indicate
where a host is, that is, the fully qualified domain name is a
complete presentation form of a hostname. Information
included in the fully qualified domain name may specify the
location of the host in a domain-name tree.

In the prior art, an FQDN consists of Destination-Host
(Destination-Host) and Destination-Realm (Destination-
Realm), where:

Destination-Host includes a hostname (hostname) of a tar-
get P-GW, meeting the following  format:
<“topon”|*“topoff’>.<single-label-interface-
name>.<canonical-node-name>, in which,

|

<“topon”|“topoff’> indicates whether to preferably select a
P-GW that has a closer topological distance or shares the
same address with a service gateway (Service GW, S-GW);
<single-label-interface-name> indicates a port type, such as
Eth-0 or S8; and <canonical-node-name> indicates descrip-
tion of the P-GW node; and

Destination-Realm consists of the following formats:

epc.mnc<MNC>.mec<MCC>.3gppnetwork.org, in
which, mite and mcc indicate which PLMN the P-GW is
located in.

For the purpose of differentiating from a P-GW for serving
a UE, in the embodiment of the present disclosure, the infor-
mation for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the relay
node may be added in the FQDN of an existing P-GW, so that
the MME requests, through the FQDN, a the address of the
P-GW to the DNS for serving the relay node. Specifically, the
Destination-Host may include a P-GW information identifier.
For example, the following one or more identifiers may be
included: a group identifier, a gateway identifier, a gateway
type, location information, and so on.

For example, in the embodiment of the present disclosure,
the FQDN of the P-GW for serving the relay node may be:
topon.SS5.clusterdrelay.net27.example.net; “clusterdrelay” in
this fully qualified domain name identifies a P-GW group that
supports relay node transmission;

may be: topon.Eth-0.gw32.california.west.example.com,
in which, “gw32” is a gateway identifier and is used for
indicating a specified P-GW (the P-GW is capable of support-
ing relay node transmission);

may be topon.vip.relay.california.west.example.com, in
which, “relay” identifies a special gateway type that is used
for supporting a relay node transmission; or

may be:
topon.S8.gw35.shanghai.pudong. XXroad.example.com, in
which, “shanghai.pudong. XXroad” identifies a P-GW that is
located at a specified position (the P-GW is capable of sup-
porting relay node transmission).

2. Modify information in the APN to include information
for instructing selection of a P-GW for the relay node. As a
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result, when the relay node accesses a network, the MME may
construct an APN-FQDN according to the APN provided by
the HSS and then find, through the DNS by using the APN-
FQDN, the P-GW for serving the relay node.

It should be noted that a plurality of P-GWs, such as
P-GWs of a certain type, may be obtained according to the
APN-FQDN. In this situation, the MME may select a proper
P-GW among the P-GWs. The specific way to select the
P-GW is not limited by the embodiment of the present dis-
closure and may be determined according to specific appli-
cation requirements.

In the prior art, an APN consists of the following parts:
APN-NI and APN-OL.

The APN-NI defines an external PDN network connected
to the P-GW, which may be implemented through the follow-
ing manners:

the APN corresponds to an FQDN used for selecting a
specified gateway general packet radio service (General
Packet Radio Service, GPRS) support node (Gateway GPRS
Support Node, GPRS support node, GGSN)/P-GW, and the
GGSN/P-GW is capable of understanding that the APN is
used for accessing a specified service (during establishment
of'a bearer); or

the APN-NI consists of three or more labels and starts with
a specified service label; or the APN-NI consists of an inde-
pendent service label, used for indicating a feature of a ser-
vice requested by the GGSN/P-GW.

The APN-OI defines where the P-GW is located in an
evolved packet system (Evolved Packet System, EPS) net-
work. The APN-OI consists of three labels, meeting the fol-
lowing formats: “mnc<MNC>mcc<MCC>.gprs”, in which,
the first label MNC and the second label MCC together
uniquely identify a GPRS/EPS PLMN, and the last label must
be “gprs”. Each operator has a default APN-OI. The default
APN-OI may be obtained from an international mobile sub-
scriber identity (International Mobile Subscriber Identity,
IMSI).

In addition, the subscription data further includes an APN-
Ol replacement field, which has the same construction with
the default APN-OI. The role that the APN-OI replacement
plays is to replace the default APN-OI part during DNS
addressing. The APN-OI replacement further includes other
additional labels, which are separated with “.”.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, for the pur-
pose of differentiating from selecting a P-GW for a UE,
related parameters in the subscription data may be modified,
specially including the following implementation manners:

(1) Modify the APN-NI.

In some embodiments, a new label may be defined in the
APN-NI, and the label is used for indicating that the P-GW is
selected for the relay node. For example, the label may be a
relay node identifier (RN, relay), a device identifier (IMSI,
IMEI device number, and so on), a gateway identifier (re-
layGW), and so on; or a new service label may be defined in
the APN-NI, and the service label is used for indicating selec-
tion of a P-GW for the relay node, for example, the service
label may be OAM.

In some embodiments, the defined new service label may
be used only by a specific P-GW, or may also be defined as a
service label uniformly used in the entire network, which is
not limited by the embodiment of the present disclosure.

(2) Modify the APN-OI Replacement.

The APN-OI replacement is used to replace the default
APN-OI part during DNS addressing. In the embodiment of
the present disclosure, a special APN-FQDN may also be
constructed by modifying the APN-OI replacement, and
address information of the P-GW for serving the relay node
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may be obtained through the APN-FQDN. Specifically, a
specified identifier may be added in the APN-OI replacement.
The specified identifier is used for indicating selection of a
P-GW for the relay node, and the specified identifier may be
a relay node identifier (RN, relay), a device identifier (IMSI,
IMEI device number, and so on), a gateway identifier (re-
layGW), and so on.

In some embodiments, the subscription data of the HSS
includes two APN-OI replacement fields, one UE-level APN-
Ol replacement (on an outer layer) and one APN-level APN-
Ol replacement (in each piece of PDN subscription data). The
two APN-OI replacement fields play the same role. The UE-
level APN-OI replacement is applied to all APNs, but the
APN-level APN-OI replacement has a higher priority, that is,
when the APN-level APN-OI replacement appears, this value
needs to be used to construct the APN-FQDN. The APN-OI
replacement mentioned in the embodiment of the present
disclosure includes the foregoing two situations.

Scenario 2: Suppose that the relay node after detachment
initiates a new process of establishing a PDN connection. In
this process, the relay node initiates a request for establishing
a PDN connection to the MME, and the request includes a
requested APN. In this scenario, the relay node may access an
MME that does not support a relay node or an MME that can
support a relay node. These two situations are described
respectively in the following.

1. The relay node accesses an MME that does not support
a relay node.

In this situation, the MME determines whether the APN
reported by the relay node is the APN in the subscription data
of the relay node, and if yes, constructs an APN-FQDN
according to the APN reported by the relay node, specifically
as follows:

First, the MME uses the APN-OI replacement in the sub-
scription data to replace the APN-OI part in the APN reported
by the relay node, and then the MME uses the APN to con-
struct the corresponding APN-FQDN. As a result, the address
information of the corresponding P-GW may be obtained
through the DNS according to the APN-FQDN.

In some embodiments, the APN-OI replacement in the
subscription data is the APN-OI replacement added with a
specified identifier. As described above, the specified identi-
fier is used for indicating selection of a P-GW for the relay
node, and the specified identifier may be a relay node identi-
fier (RN, relay), a device identifier (IMSI, IMEI, device num-
ber, and so on), a gateway identifier (relayGW), and so on.

2. The relay node accesses an MME that supports a relay
node.

In this situation, the MME also needs to determine whether
the APN reported by the relay node is the APN in the sub-
scription data of the relay node. If yes, the following two
manners may be used to select a P-GW for the relay node.

(1) Construct an APN-FQDN according to the APN
reported by the relay node, specifically as follows: first, the
MME uses the APN-OI replacement in the subscription data
to replace the APN-OI part in the APN reported by the relay
node; meanwhile, if the MME determines that the relay node
accesses a network in phase 2, an eNB identifier or a device
identifier indication of a Donor base station for serving the
relay node need to be added in the APN and may be specifi-
cally added in the APN-NI part or the APN-OI replacement
part, and the role is to request the address of the P-GW located
on the Donor base station DeNB from the DNS (because it is
in phase 2, the MME needs to select a P-GW that is located on
the Donor base station for the relay node); then the MME uses
the APN to construct the corresponding APN-FQDN. As a
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result, the address information of the corresponding P-GW
may be obtained through the DNS according to the APN-
FQDN.

(2) According to that the request for establishing a PDN
connection is a request for establishing a new PDN connec-
tion initiated by the relay node, the MME may, according to
the P-GW selecting result before, directly select a corre-
sponding P-GW for the relay node. The P-GW may be located
in a core network or on a DeNB.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, when infor-
mation for instructing selection of a P-GW for the relay node
in the subscription data of the relay node is set so that the relay
node accesses a network, the MME may select a P-GW for
serving the relay node according to the subscription data of
the relay node, and when initiating a session establishment
request to the P-GW, have a network management service
label included in an APN of the session establishment request
so that the P-GW may establish a PDN connection according
to the network management service label.

Correspondingly, an embodiment of the present disclosure
further provides a relay node. FIG. 5 is a schematic structural
diagram of a relay node according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

In this embodiment, the relay node includes: a first address
obtaining unit 501, a querying unit 502, a security tunnel
establishing unit 503, a second address obtaining unit 504,
and a connection establishing unit 505.

The first address obtaining unit 501 obtains a first IP
address of the relay node. The querying unit 502 obtains an IP
address of a security gateway by using the first IP address of
the relay node. The security tunnel establishing unit 503
establishes an IP security tunnel with the security gateway
according to the IP address of the security gateway. The
second IP address obtaining unit 504 obtains a second IP
address of the relay node and an IP address of a network
management system through the IP security tunnel. The con-
nection establishing unit 505 establishes a connection with
the network management system according to the second IP
address of the relay node and the IP address of the network
management system.

In some example implementations, the first IP address
obtaining unit 501 may obtain the IP address of the relay node
through a DHCP process, or obtain the IP address of the relay
node through a PDN connection.

The second IP address obtaining unit 504 may initiate a
DHCP process to a network where the network management
system is located on the IP security tunnel to obtain the IP
address of a relay node used for network management service
transmission; initiate a DHCP process on the 1P security
tunnel to obtain the IP address of the network management
system; or initiate a DHCP process on the IP security tunnel
to obtain a fully qualified domain name FQDN used for
indicating the network management system, and then use the
fully qualified domain name FQDN used for indicating the
network management system to make a query to a domain
name server DNS on the IP security tunnel and obtain the IP
address of the network management system fed back by the
DNS; or use a fully qualified domain name FQDN that
includes information about the network management system
to make a query to the DNS on the IP security tunnel and
obtain the IP address of the network management system fed
back by the DNS.

The network management system may be an operator-level
network management system, and correspondingly, the IP
address of the security gateway is an IP address of a security
gateway that is associated with the network where the opera-
tor-level network management system is located; or the net-
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work management system may also be a device-manufac-
turer-level  network  management  system, and

correspondingly, the IP address of the security gateway is an
1P address of a security gateway that is associated with the
network where the device-manufacturer-level network man-
agement system is located.

The association described herein means that the network
where the network management system is located can be
accessed only through the gateway. The network where the
network management system is located includes: an actual IP
(subnet) network where the network management system is
located, or an IP (subnet) network that performs interconnec-
tion communication with the actual IP (subnet) network
where the network management system is located. The net-
work where the network management system is located in the
embodiment of the present disclosure is protected by a secu-
rity gateway.

The network management system may be any one or more
of the following identifiers: a device identifier of the relay
node, a device manufacturer identifier of the relay node, an
operator identifier, and a network management system iden-
tifier. The device identifier of the relay node may be the
hardware address, the hardware number, the device card num-
ber, or the device number. of the relay node.

The relay node in the embodiment of the present disclosure
obtains the first IP address of the relay node by using the PDN
connection; obtains the IP address of the security gateway by
using the IP address of the relay node; establishes the IP
security tunnel with the security gateway according to the IP
address ofthe security gateway; obtains the second IP address
of the relay node and the IP address of the network manage-
ment system through the IP security tunnel; and establishes a
connection with the network management system by using
the second IP address of the relay node and the IP address of
the network management system. Consequently, during the
process of accessing a network, the relay node implements a
connection with the network management system, and the
security of the connection is ensured. This further ensures that
the relay node is capable of downloading necessary configu-
ration parameters from the network management system to
perform access and configuration of the relay node.

Correspondingly, an embodiment of the present disclosure
further provides a mobile management network element.
FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of the mobile man-
agement network element.

In this embodiment, the mobile management network ele-
ment includes: a subscription data obtaining unit 601 and a
gateway selecting unit 602.

The subscription data obtaining unit 601, when a relay
node accesses a network, obtains subscription data of the
relay node, where the subscription data includes information
for instructing selection of a P-GW for the relay node; and the
gateway selecting unit 602 select the P-GW for serving the
relay node according to the subscription data.

The mobile management network element in the embodi-
ment of the present disclosure may further include a session
request unit 603. The session request unit 603 initiates a
session establishment request to the P-GW selected by the
gateway selecting unit 602. The session establishment
request includes an APN in the subscription data of the relay
node, and the APN includes a network management service
label so that the P-GW establishes a PDN connection accord-
ing to the network management service label.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, the informa-
tion for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the relay
node included in the subscription data may have a plurality of
implementation manners, for example:
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(1) The information for instructing the selection of the
P-GW for the relay node may be: an IP address corresponding
to a specified P-GW set in a P-GW identifier, where the
specific P-GW supports establishment of an IP connection to
a network management system.

Correspondingly, in this situation, the gateway selecting
unit 602 uses the IP address in the P-GW identifier in the
subscription data as an address of the P-GW for serving the
relay node.

(2) The information for instructing the selection of the
P-GW for the relay node may also be: a set fully qualified
domain name, which includes: a hostname of a P-GW that
includes a P-GW information identifier and a PLMN where
the P-GW is located, where the P-GW information identifier
may be any one or more of the following information: a group
identifier, a gateway identifier, a gateway type, location infor-
mation, and so on.

Correspondingly, in this situation, the gateway selecting
unit 602 may obtain an IP address of the fully qualified
domain name through a DNS, and use the IP address as the
address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

(3) The information for instructing the selection of the
P-GW for the relay node may also be: a new label added in an
APN-NI included in the subscription data, or a new service
label added in the APN-NI.

Correspondingly, in this situation, the gateway selecting
unit 602 may, according to the APN-NI and an APN-OI
replacement in the subscription data, construct an APN-fully
qualified domain name, obtain the IP address of the fully
qualified domain name of the APN though the DNS, and use
the IP address as the address of the P-GW for serving the relay
node.

(4) The information for instructing the selection of the
P-GW for the relay node may also be: a specified identifier
added in the APN-OI replacement included in the subscrip-
tion data.

Correspondingly, in this situation, the gateway selecting
unit 602 may, according to the APN-NI in the subscription
data and the APN-OI replacement, construct a fully qualified
domain name of the APN, obtain the IP address of the fully
qualified domain name of the APN though the DNS, and use
the IP address as the address of the P-GW for serving the relay
node.

For the specific implementation of manners of the infor-
mation for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the relay
node, reference may be made to the description above, which
is not described herein again.

The mobile management network element in the embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, when a relay node accesses a
network, selects a P-GW for serving the relay node according
to information for instructing selection of a P-GW for the
relay node in subscription data of the relay node, and, when
initiating a session establishment request to the P-GW, has a
network management service label included in an APN in the
session establishment request so that the P-GW may establish
a PDN connection according to the network management
service label.

FIG. 7 is another schematic structural diagram of the
mobile management network element according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Compared with the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, in this
embodiment, the mobile management network element fur-
ther includes a determining unit 701, which, when a relay
node initiates establishment of a new PDN connection, deter-
mines whether an APN reported by the relay node is the APN
that the relay node subscribes to.
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Correspondingly, in this embodiment, the gateway select-
ing unit 602 is further configured to: after the determining unit
701 determines that the APN reported by the relay node is the
APN that the relay node subscribes to, replace the APN-Ol in
the APN reported by the relay node with the APN-Ol replace-
ment in the subscription data of the relay node, construct a
fully qualified domain name ofthe APN according to the APN
reported by the relay node wherein the APN-OI of the APN
reported is replaced, obtain the IP address corresponding to
the fully qualified domain name of the APN through the DNS,
and use the IP address as the address of the P-GW for serving
the relay node.

When the relay node initiates the establishment of the new
PDN connection, the mobile management network element is
capable of, according to the request for establishing a new
PDN connection initiated by the relay node, determining that
the request is from the relay node instead of a UE. In this
situation, the gateway selecting unit 602 further adds an eNB
identifier or device identifier indication of a Donor base sta-
tion for serving the relay node in the constructed fully quali-
fied domain name of the APN so as to request the address of
the P-GW located on the Donor base station DeNB from the
DNS.

For the situation above, the mobile management network
element may further select the P-GW for serving the relay
node before. Therefore, in another embodiment of the mobile
management network element, the gateway selecting unit 602
may further be configured to: after the determining unit 701
determines that the APN reported by the relay node is the
APN that the relay node subscribes to, select the IP address of
the P-GW for serving the relay node before.

The mobile management network element in the embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, when a relay node accesses a
network, selects a P-GW for serving the relay node according
to subscription data of the relay node, and, when initiating a
session establishment request to the P-GW, has a network
management service label included in an APN in the session
establishment request so that the P-GW for serving the relay
node may establish a PDN connection according to the net-
work management service label.

Correspondingly, an embodiment of the present disclosure
further provides a communication system, including: a net-
work management system and the foregoing relay node,
where the relay node is configured to establish a connection
with the network management system.

In this communication system, the foregoing mobile man-
agement network element is further included.

In this communication system, the foregoing P-GW may
be further included for receiving a session establishment
request send by the mobile management network element and
establishing a PDN connection according to a network man-
agement service label included in the session establishment
request.

For the specific structures of the relay node and the mobile
management network element, reference may be made to the
description above, which are not described herein again.

The P-GW may be located in a core network or located on
a DeNB.

By employing the network for establishing a connection
with a network management system in the embodiment of the
present disclosure, in the process of accessing a network, the
relay node implements a connection with the network man-
agement system. In addition, security of the connection is
ensured, and it is further ensured that the relay node is capable
of' downloading necessary configuration parameters from the
network management system to complete the access and con-
figuration of the relay node.
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The embodiments of the present disclosure are described in
detail above. Although the present disclosure is described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, the description of
the embodiments is only intended to help understand the
method and device of the present disclosure. With respect to
the specific implementation manners and application scope,
modifications and variations may be made by persons of
ordinary skill in the art according to the idea of the present
disclosure. Therefore, the specification shall not be construed
as a limitation to the present disclosure.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for establishing a packet data network con-
nection for a relay node, comprising:
receiving, by a mobile management entity (MME), when
the relay node accesses a network, subscription data of
the relay node, wherein the subscription data comprises
information for instructing selection of a packet data
network gateway (P-GW) for the relay node; and

selecting, by the MME, a P-GW for serving the relay node
according to the subscription data;

wherein the method further comprises:

transmitting, by the MME, a session establishment request

to the selected P-GW, wherein the session establishment
request comprises an access point name (APN), and the
APN comprises a network management service label,
wherein the network management service label is used
for the P-GW to establish a packet data network (PDN)
connection for the relay node;

wherein the information for instructing the selection of the

P-GW for the relay node comprises a fully qualified
domain name, wherein the fully qualified domain name
comprises a hostname of the P-GW, wherein the host-
name includes a P-GW information identifier and a pub-
lic land mobile network (PLMN) where the P-GW is
located; and

wherein the selecting, by the MME, the P-GW for serving

the relay node according to the subscription data com-
prises:

receiving, by the MME, an IP address of the fully qualified

domain name through a domain name server (DNS) and
using the IP address as an address of the P-GW for
serving the relay node.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the P-GW
information identifier comprises one or more ofthe following
information:

a group identifier, a gateway identifier, a gateway type, and

location information.
3. A method for establishing a packet data network con-
nection for a relay node, comprising:
receiving, by a mobile management entity (MME), when
the relay node accesses a network, subscription data of
the relay node, wherein the subscription data comprises
information for instructing selection of a packet data
network gateway (P-GW) for the relay node; and

selecting, by the MME, a P-GW for serving the relay node
according to the subscription data;

wherein the method further comprises:

transmitting, by the MME, a session establishment request

to the selected P-GW, wherein the session establishment
request comprises an access point name (APN), and the
APN comprises a network management service label,
wherein the network management service label is used
for the P-GW to establish a packet data network (PDN)
connection for the relay node;

wherein the information for instructing the selection of the

P-GW for the relay node comprises a new label added in
an access point name network identifier (APN-NI) that
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is comprised in the subscription data, or a new service
label added in the APN-NI; and
wherein the selecting the P-GW for serving the relay node
according to the subscription data comprises:

constructing a fully qualified domain name of the APN
according to the APN-NI and an access point name
operator identifier replacement (APN-OI) replacement
in the subscription data; and

receiving an [P address of the fully qualified domain name

of'the APN through the DNS and using the IP address as
an address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.
4. A method for establishing a packet data network con-
nection for a relay node, comprising:
receiving, by a mobile management entity (MME), when
the relay node accesses a network, subscription data of
the relay node, wherein the subscription data comprises
information for instructing selection of a packet data
network gateway (P-GW) for the relay node; and

selecting, by the MME, a P-GW for serving the relay node
according to the subscription data;
wherein the method further comprises:
transmitting, by the MME, a session establishment request
to the selected P-GW, wherein the session establishment
request comprises an access point name (APN), and the
APN comprises a network management service label,
wherein the network management service label is used
for the P-GW to establish a packet data network (PDN)
connection for the relay node;
wherein the information for instructing the selection of the
P-GW for the relay node comprises a specified identifier
added in an access point name operator identifier
replacement (APN-OI) replacement included in the sub-
scription data; and
wherein the selecting the P-GW for serving the relay node
according to the subscription data comprises:

constructing a fully qualified domain name of the APN
according to an access point name network identifier
(APN-NI) in the subscription data and the APN-OI
replacement; and

receiving an [P address of the fully qualified domain name

of the APN through a domain name server (DNS) and
using the IP address as an address of the P-GW for
serving the relay node.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the APN-OI
replacement is a user-equipment-level APN-OI replacement
or an APN-level APN-OI replacement.

6. The method according to claim 4, further comprising:

determining, by the MME, when the relay node initiates

establishment of a new PDN connection, the APN
reported by the relay node is the APN that the relay node
subscribes to;
replacing the APN-OI in the APN reported by the relay
node with the APN-OI replacement in the subscription
data of the relay node and then constructing a fully
qualified domain name of the APN according to the APN
reported by the relay node wherein the APN-OI of the
APN reported is replaced; and

receiving an [P address of the fully qualified domain name
of'the APN through the DNS and using the IP address as
the address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising:

adding an Evolved Node B (eNB) identifier or device iden-

tifier of a Donor base station for serving the relay node in
the constructed fully qualified domain name of the APN.
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8. A mobile management network element, comprising:

areceiver, configured to receive subscription data of arelay
node, wherein the subscription data comprises informa-
tion for instructing selection of a packet data network
gateway (P-GW) for the relay node, wherein the infor-
mation for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the
relay node comprises a new label added in the an access
point name network identifier (APN-NI) that is com-
prised in the subscription data, or a new service label
added in the APN-NI;

a processor, configured to construct a fully qualified
domain name of the APN according to the APN-NI and
an access point name operator identifier replacement
(APN-OI) replacement in the subscription data;

the receiver, configured to receive an IP (Internet Protocol)
address of the fully qualified domain name of the APN
though a domain name server (DNS); and

the processor, configured to use the IP address as an
address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

9. A mobile management network element, comprising:

areceiver, configured to receive subscription data of arelay
node, wherein the subscription data comprises informa-
tion for instructing selection of a packet data network
gateway (P-GW) for the relay node, wherein the infor-
mation for instructing the selection of the P-GW for the
relay node comprises a specified identifier added in an
access point name operator identifier replacement
(APN-OI) replacement comprised in the subscription
data;

a processor, configured to construct a fully qualified
domain name of the APN according to an access point
name network identifier (APN-NI) in the subscription
data and the APN-OI replacement;

the receiver, configured to receive obtain an [P (Internet
Protocol) address of the fully qualified domain name of
the APN though the DNS; and

the processor, configured to use the IP address as an
address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

10. The mobile management network element according to

claim 9, further comprising:

the processor, configured to determine, when the relay
node initiates establishment of a new PDN connection,
an APN reported by the relay node is the APN that the
relay node subscribes to; and

the processor is further configured to after the processor
determines that the APN reported by the relay node is the
APN that the relay node subscribes to, replace the APN-
Ol in the APN reported by the relay node with the APN-
Ol replacement in the subscription data of the relay
node, and construct a fully qualified domain name of the
APN according to the APN reported by the relay node
wherein the APN-OI of the APN reported is replaced;

the receiver, configured to receive an IP address of the fully
qualified domain name of the APN through the DNS;
and

the processor, configured to use the IP address as the
address of the P-GW for serving the relay node.

11. The mobile management network element according to

claim 10, wherein:

the processor is further configured to add an Evolved Node
B (eNB) identifier or device identifier of a Donor base
station for serving the relay node in the constructed fully
qualified domain name of the APN.

#* #* #* #* #*
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